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Statewide Political Action Committee (SWPAC) Meeting Minutes 
January 10, 2017 

Draft 
Attendees: 
Adreina Adams, SWPAC Chair 
Edward Snow   Nora Higgins   Kenneth Brynien 
Scott Staub   Morgan Brunbauer  Charles McRorie 
Andrew Puleo   Charles Roland   Jeanette St. Mary 
Dan McCormack  William Wurster  Virginia Davey 
Bill Nolan   Thomas Comanzo  Randi DiAntonio 
Michael Blue   Sametta Shaw Lipiec 
            
Staff: Greg Amorosi, Legislative Director, Scott Lorey, and Indira Bokobza 
 
Call to Order: President Spence opened the meeting by welcoming the members of the SWPAC. 
President Spence stated that he has appointed former President and Interim SWPAC Chair Brynien 
to the Article 9 Committee and he has appointed Vice President Adreina Adams as the SWPAC 
Chair.  President Spence addressed the PEF Pay bill status and the next steps following the 
Governor’s approval. 
The following members will represent PEF at the Working Families Party Meetings: Kenneth 
Brynien – Upstate New York, Vice President Adams-Downstate, Nora Higgins-Long Island, and 
Jeanette Clark-Hudson Valley 
 
Minutes: Vice President Adams presented the draft minutes from the January 10, 2017 meeting and 
asked the members to review the minutes for any changes.  Regional Coordinator Charles McRorie 
asked for the total signage cost to be updated to $3 billion and state that there are negotiations with 
the Federal Government to retain the signs. Region 12 PAC Co-Chair Morgan Brunbauer requested 
his last name spelling to be updated.  Minutes with changes were approved. 
 
Agenda: Regional Coordinator Jeanette St. Mary introduced her new PAC Co-Chair Sametta Shaw 
Lipiec to the committee.  Vice President Adams presented the draft agenda and asked for any 
additions.  Members requested that a discussion regarding a Constitutional Convention be added to 
the agenda.  Vice President Adams added that topic to New Business.  The agenda was approved 
with the addition of the Constitutional Convention discussion. 
 
State Budget Update: Legislative Director Amorosi presented PEF’s concerns in the Governor’s 
proposed budget- Administrative Law Judges scope of practice changes, Parole Board changes, 
Medicare Part B, SUNY Hospitals, Design/Build, OMH/OPWDD downsizing, and health care 
contributions. Handouts were provided to the members illustrating six major concerns and the 
Executive Budget summary memo from Civil Service Enforcement and Research.  Region 12 PAC 
Co-Chair Morgan Brunbauer asked if there were any proposals in the budget that PEF supports.  
Legislative Director Amorosi stated that yes PEF does support Buy American, the Dream Act, and 
Veterans treatment court.  PAC Co-Chair Brunbauer requested a written summary of the budget 
proposals that PEF supports. Legislative Director Amorosi stated that there were no twenty-one day 
amendments to the Governor’s proposed budget and the thirty day amendments are due February 
21st.    He stated that he is attempting to have the Cost Benefit Analysis bill language inserted into 
the budget via the Senate and/or Assembly one house budget bills.  This afternoon Regional 
Coordinator Nora Higgins and PEF Member Ken Ferro will be testifying at the Joint Legislative 
Budget Hearing on Health.  PEF members have testified at several joint legislative budget hearings 
including DOT, OMH/OPWDD, and Workforce Development.   
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Legislative Director Amorosi stated that everyone’s participation in local lobbying is significant and 
will assist the Legislative Office’s lobbying efforts.  Letters are available on the PEF website to 
contact legislators directly regarding the six PEF concerns.  Software is now available for PEF 
members to enter their zip codes and have the letters directly transmitted to legislator’s offices.  
Members are encouraged to use this method as the computer can keep track of how many letters 
have been sent to the legislature.   
Members requested a letter that could be signed by regular tax payers who wish to support PEF’s 
positions. 
 
PAC PAL: Vice President Adams stated that training for the PAL program is available from the 
Legislative Office and encouraged all regions to take advantage of the training.  PALs provide the 
opportunity for PEF members to engage their legislators in their districts and establish a working 
relationship with both the legislators and their staff.  PAL job description and lobbying tips are 
included in the packets for regions to use.  Region 2 has a plan to obtain one PEF member for each 
of their state elected officials.  They have planned a tentative PAL outreach the week of February 
20th.  PAC Co-Chair Randi DiAntonio stated that Region 3 has requested assistance from former 
PALs, now retired, to mentor the new generation of PALs who have been assigned to their 
legislators.  Currently, they have assigned teams for each legislator that includes a mentor to go with 
everyone to their first few visits.  Retirees in Region 3 were enthusiastic about assisting as mentors. 
Vice President Adams suggested that all regions should consider using the mentor system that 
Region 3 has put into place. 
Members requested an updated format to report legislative visits that were made.  The Legislative 
Office will request MIS to re-install the online form to submit PAL reports.  It was also suggested 
that an app be created to report visits as most people have a smart phone.   
PAC Co-Chair Tom Comanzo reported that Region 8 held a PAL training on February 2nd and 
thanked the Legislative Office for the well received training. Region 8 will be holding a Legislative 
Breakfast on March 21st and PALs will begin their visits in March.  PALs have been assigned for all 
Region 8 legislators. 
 
Regional PAC Meetings: Vice President Adams asked each region to share how their local PAC 
meetings are structured including how often they meet and who attends.  She stated that her 
intention is to attend as many PAC meetings as she can to meet the PAC members and learn 
regional concerns. Region 12 stated that they generally hold their PAC meetings one or two weeks 
following the SWPAC to share information that was provided with their members.  They generally 
have between six and ten participants.  The next meeting will be held on February 28th and invited 
Vice President Adams and Legislative Director Amorosi to attend.  Region 2 stated that they have 
designated members of the PAC and meet regularly.  Region 11 reported that they meet regularly 
have between eleven to fifteen members who attend.  The next meeting is on March 1st and 
Legislative Director Amorosi has been invited to speak.  Vice President Adams is also welcome to 
attend.  Region 3 reported that they now hold their meetings following the monthly stewards 
meeting. The change has helped with attendance and more participation.  Region 8 reported that 
they have three credentialed members from every agency/facility located within their region.  Only 
credentialed members may vote, but the meeting is open for all Region 8 members.  Meetings are 
placed on the PEF calendar.  Region 5 reported that all divisions within their region have three 
credentialed members who may vote, but the meetings are open to all PEF members within the 
region.  They are following Region 8’s model.  PAC meetings are held more frequently during the 
legislative session and less meetings in a non-election year after June.  Region 7 reported that there 
are only two members of their PAC and their region has geographic issues breaking down East and 
West.  Both Regional Coordinator Ed Snow and PAC Co-Chair Virginia Davey meet regularly with 
their area labor federations and they discuss issues of importance across the region regularly.  Region 
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6 submits PAC meeting notices to the Legislative Office and Vice President Adams is welcome to 
attend. 
 
Concerns were raised by members of the SWPAC regarding obtaining new members and receiving 
negative push back regarding unions and politics.  PAC Co-Chair Randi DiAntonio stated that the 
Rochester AFL provided training on how to handle disagreements over difficult political issues and 
keep workers together.  The training focused on how to unite workers around issues within their 
workplace and steer clear of divisive non-work related topics.  She stated the training was provided 
by the national AFL.  PAC Co-Chair Virginia Davey asked if this type of training could be provided 
at the PEF Convention as a workshop.  Vice President Adams stated she would discuss this topic 
with President Spence. 
 
Members of the SWPAC also expressed concerns regarding cooperation between regions for 
endorsement interviews.  Many candidates do fall between several PEF regions especially 
congressional candidates.  Suggestions were made for the regions to conduct phone interviews 
together and attempt to reach a consensus prior the Executive Board meeting. 
 
Federal Update: Federal Lobbyist Indira Bokobza stated that the new candidate for Labor 
Secretary is Alexander Acosta.  She provided an update on President Trump’s cabinet.  She also 
provided information regarding Medicare Block grants, design/build and future privatization of 
public work.  Lobbyist Bokobza stated that she will be lobbying in Washington DC in March and 
requested members to send her any concerns or questions that she should raise with the parent 
unions as well as congressional representatives.  Members suggested that PEF should find national 
organizations that PEF could partner with to fight design/build on the national level for federal 
DOT funding.  An example of In the Public Interest was given to contact.  Vice President Adams 
agreed with the suggestion and Lobbyist Bokobza agreed to find organizations that would be 
interested in partnering with PEF.  Two briefs were presented to the committee on a National Right 
to Work bill and the impact of a state Constitutional Convention.   
 
Regional Legislative Breakfasts:  Region 11 stated that they have two legislative receptions 
planned-March 23rd at the Vetro, Russo on the Bay, Queens NY and Spring Fling on April 20th at El 
Caribe, Brooklyn NY.  Region 3 has a legislative breakfast on March 11th and requested either 
Legislative Director Amorosi or Lobbyist Scott Lorey to attend.  Region 3 uses a community event 
such as the St. Patrick’s Day Parade to hold their legislative breakfast to address issues within the 
budget and their agencies with local legislators. They have good attendance and it does provide a 
good opportunity to discuss PEF concerns with their legislators.    Region 8 stated that they are 
holding their annual Legislative Breakfast on March 21st.   
 
Regional Reports:  
 
Region 11: PAC Co-Chair Charles Roland reported that their regional lobby day scheduled for 
February 14th was canceled and re-scheduled for March 7th.  March 23rd is their legislative reception 
and Senator Savino will be speaking.  The Spring Fling legislative reception will be held on April 
20th.  He provided an update on Bernard Fineson-no viable plan for the remaining sixteen clients has 
been approved.  Therefore, the facility will remain open perhaps until December.  The next 
scheduled PAC meeting is on March 1st and Legislative Director Amorosi has been asked to attend 
and speak to the committee.  
 
Region 3: PAC Co-Chair Randi DiAntonio stated that the PAC met on January 17th and PALs have 
been assigned to legislators.  They are seeking confirmation from all members who volunteered to 
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be PALs and once obtained, visits will begin.  March 11th is their legislative breakfast and their next 
PAC meeting in on February 27th.   
 
Region 2: Regional Coordinator Andrew Puleo stated that the region has an action plan for the 
remainder of the year. PAC Co-Chair Ruth Hart is developing a volunteer list of members interested 
in the PAL program.  The region plans to begin local visits with legislators the week of February 
20th.  The region does not hold legislative receptions; however, they do attend the area labor 
federation meetings as well as all town hall meetings and county events. 
 
Region 6: Regional Coordinator Jeanette St. Mary stated that her region holds monthly meetings at 
the regional office.  To date, members of her PAC have met with Senator Griffo’s chief of staff to 
discuss concerns at OMH.  They also attend labor federation meetings on a regular basis.  They plan 
to hold regional lobby days on Fridays throughout the month of March.  They are scheduled to meet 
with Assemblyman Brian Miller in March and requested that the legislative office meet with 
Assemblyman Blankenbush.  Legislative Director Amorosi stated that the office will meet with the 
Assemblyman in Albany. Assemblyman Anthony Brindisi has several upcoming town hall meetings 
and the members of the PAC will attend.  The next scheduled meeting of the PAC is on March 22nd 
with food at 4:30PM and the meeting at 5:00PM. 
 
Region 7: PAC Co-Chair Virginia Davey submitted a written report and highlighted participation at 
the the Women’s Rally in Watertown, NY, attendance at the Jefferson, Lewis, and St. Lawrence 
Counties Central Trades and Labor Council meeting held on February 1, 2017, attendance at the 
Northeast Trade Council meetings every third Wednesday of the month, Regional Coordinator Ed 
Snow’s attendance at Divisions 368’s local meeting, and testimony given at the joint legislative 
budget hearing regarding OMH/OPWDD.  Also, a letter was sent to the Governor in support of 
Buy American as proposed in the Governor’s budget.  Regional Coordinator Ed Snow stated that 
there are a lot of protests being held outside the district office of Congressional Representative Elise 
Stafanik.  He stated that the Congresswoman will not attend events if there are protestors and is not 
responsive to people in the region. 
 
Region 4:  Regional Coordinator Charles McRorie stated that he attended Assemblyman Magnarelli’s 
reception with other local labor leaders.  The Assemblyman is not with PEF on design/build or the 
situation at Hutchinson.  The Assemblyman also favors P3s.  Charles stated that Legislative Director 
Greg Amorosi will be attending their next PAC meeting and providing PAL training.  He will 
provide dates of the PAC meetings to Vice President Adams. 
 
Retirees:  Retiree Director William Wurster stated that retirees are always willing to assist with 
lobbying efforts and mentoring PALs.   
 
Region 9:  PAC Co-Chair Daniel McCormack stated that retirees play a pivotal role in their PAC.  
Members of his PAC attend the Hudson Valley ALF regularly and the Westchester ALF.  Members 
are concerned about the Supreme Court nominee, Right to Work legislation in Congress, and the 
possibility of a Constitutional Convention.   
Kenneth Brynien stated that even though the current Right to Work legislation does not yet impact 
public sector unions, it is only a matter of time before it will. There will be no unions left to support 
the public-sector unions.  Divide and concur strategy is being used to turn labor against one another. 
 
Region 8:  PAC Co-Chair Tom Comanzo stated that the last meeting of the PAC was held on 
February 8th and the PALs were training by Legislative Director Amorosi and Lobbyist Scott Lorey 
on February 2nd.  At the last PAC meeting, members discussed credentialed representatives and 
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obtaining newly credentialed representatives to replace members who have retired. The region will 
host a legislative breakfast on March 21st and all are welcome to attend.  COPE continues to be a 
priority for Region 8 and members are asked to provide more donations to the fund.  COPE 
Director Mario Chiarello attends the PAC meetings and gives regular updates. 
 
Region 5: PAC Co-Chair Scott Staub stated that the last meeting of the PAC was January 19th.  
Typically, the region holds their PAC meetings one or two weeks after the SWPAC.  The upcoming 
dates will be sent to Vice President Adams.  Members from the region attended the area’s Women’s 
March.  There were many different members who participated in the March who have not 
volunteered to assist with the PAC. PAC Co-Chair Staub stated he will be following up to see if 
anyone is interested in joining the PAC committee.  He requested that the retirees contact either 
himself or Regional Coordinator Dubfosky to see if retiree meetings and PAC meetings can be held 
on the same day to encourage mentoring in the PAC. 
 
Region 1:  PAC Co-Chair Bill Nolan stated that the next meeting of their PAC is on March 2nd.  They 
are implementing the PAL program.  Retirees are a very crucial and vital aspect of their PAC.  The 
fightback on the closure of WNY Children’s Psychiatric Center continues.  PAC Co-Chair Nolan 
stated that local legislative leaders are split regarding their support for continuing the center.  He 
stated that members continue to attend the area labor federation meetings and there are concerns 
about a potential Constitutional Convention.   
 
New Business:  
NYS Constitutional Convention and its impact for unions- Legislative Director Amorosi stated that he 
attends two committees regarding the Constitutional Conventions.  The state AFL began meetings 
last year on the possibility of a Constitutional Convention.  Information from this meeting is shared 
with the PEF internal Constitutional Committee committee.  The AFL committee has conducted 
surveys regarding the public’s opinion of holding a Constitutional Committee and discussions have 
ensued about the importance of addressing the issues for opposing one in a positive light.  It 
appears that the general public is not opposed to holding a constitutional convention, but questions 
and discussions have centered on who is making the decisions and not the issues at stake.  The 
Conservative Party is opposed to holding one because of the expense and who makes the decisions-
the same people who are currently elected to the State Assembly and State Senate.  Delegates to the 
Constitutional Convention are not regular citizens. It requires a great deal of funding to run for 
election to the Convention and that would significantly assist current elected officials who fundraise 
regularly.  
PAC Co-Chair Randi DiAntonio stated that CSEA has released a flyer and post card to their 
membership regarding the Constitutional Convention.  NYSUT has information online as well as 
the League of Women’s Voters NY Chapter.  The PEF internal Constitutional Committee will be 
meeting in the next few weeks to determine PEF’s response. 
 
Action Items: 

A. Draft Budget Letter for the General Public to sign 
B. Creation of a Mentoring Program for PAL Program 
C. Create an APP for PAL visit report 
D. Discuss potential workshop from National AFL regarding how to talk with the members 

about politics and union membership at the PEF Convention with President Spence 
E. Research potential national organizations to partner with concerning Design/Build 

 
 The next scheduled meeting of the SWPAC is April 11th at HQ – 10:00AM. 


