Talking Points with Members of Congress
Opposition to Sections 1717A and 1707 of the House Surface Transportation Authorization
The House Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) Committee released its version of the Surface Transportation Authorization on January 31, 2012.  As expected, the House version authorizes $260 billion in transportation funding over five years.  

Section 1717A would require State Departments of Transportation to utilize, to the maximum extent practicable, commercial enterprises for the delivery of engineering and design services on Title 23 projects.  Section 1717A goes on to outline reporting requirements that would require states to report to the Transportation Secretary the extent to which they are privatizing engineering and design services.  

Section 1707 would amend Title 23, Section 306 to mandate the utilization of commercial enterprises for mapping and surveying services on state transportation projects.  Section 1707 goes on to require USDOT to implement an oversight and monitoring system to ensure that states are in compliance with the section and requires USDOT to conduct a survey of all states to determine what percentage of surveying and mapping work is being done by the private sector.  

· These sections infringe upon a state department of transportation’s ability to choose how to best deliver its transportation program.  States need and deserve the flexibility to decide whether it is more cost effective and efficient to utilize their own staff or to contract with the private sector to deliver their transportation projects.  

· Staffing decisions in state DOTs are best made by state leadership and transportation departments who understand the unique circumstances in their states.  
· Use examples in your state where it has proven to be more beneficial to utilize the state’s own transportation staff.

· A federal mandate to outsource engineering, design, surveying, and mapping services has the potential to waste billions of federal dollars on non-competitively bid engineering contracts throughout the United States.  Billions of dollars that would be far better spent on actually building or repairing highways, bridges, and other critically needed transportation infrastructure. 

· Use examples in your state where it has proven to be more costly to outsource rather than using the state’s own transportation staff.    

