House Surface Transportation Authorization
Section 1717A – Engineering and Design Services

The House Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) Committee released its version of the Surface Transportation Authorization on January 31, 2012.  As expected, the House version authorizes $260 billion in transportation funding over five years.  
Buried in the 846-page bill is a three-paragraph section that would require State Departments of Transportation to utilize, to the maximum extent practicable, commercial enterprises for the delivery of engineering and design services on Title 23 projects.  Section 1717A goes on to outline reporting requirements that would require states to report to the Transportation Secretary the extent to which they are privatizing engineering and design services.  
NASHTU immediately reached out to our friends on the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and we were successful in recruiting Reps. Donna Edwards (D-MD), Michael Capuano (D-MA) and Mazie Hirono (D-HI) to introduce an amendment to strike the section in its entirety during the T&I Committee mark-up of the bill on February 2, 2012.  During the 17th hour of the 18-hour hearing, our amendment came up for consideration.  Rep. Edwards did a great job introducing the amendment opposing Section 1717A and quoted NASHTU’s figures on the excessive cost of outsourcing.  Rep. Richard Hanna (R-NY) spoke in opposition to the amendment and gave a pro-privatization argument as the justification of the section.  T&I Committee Chairman Mica (R-FL) and Rep. Chip Cravaack (R-MN) also spoke in opposition to the amendment but their argument was that the language in Section 1717A wasn’t a mandate, but simply encouraged the states to utilize the private sector for engineering and design services.  Rep. Hirono pointed out that the section’s reporting requirements on privatization acted as a mandate on the states and that states should have the flexibility to choose how to source their engineering and design staff.  After 10 minutes of debate, the amendment to strike the section failed by a voice vote.      
Section 1707 – Mapping and Surveying

On Thursday, we found another troublesome section of the House proposed Surface Transportation Authorization.  Section 1707 would amend Title 23, Section 306 to mandate the utilization of commercial enterprises for mapping and surveying services on state transportation projects.  Section 1707 goes on to require USDOT to implement an oversight and monitoring system to ensure that states are in compliance with the section and requires USDOT to conduct a survey of all states to determine what percentage of surveying and mapping work is being done by the private sector.  While this section wasn’t part of the mark up debate on Thursday evening, NASHTU will also fight to have this section removed from the Surface Transportation Authorization.     

