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Monday May 6, 2013
Steve Lee - President, Professionall Engineers in CA Govt.  (PECG), Welcoming remarks
· We need to educate congress

· Get congress to make tough decisions regarding transportation funding

· Let’s eliminate costly, ineffective funding schemes

· Cites Congresswoman Donna Edwards a NASHTU advocate
Ed Wytkind – President, Transportation Trades Dept. AFL-CIO

· Represents 32 different Unions & the Longshoreman

· Good legislation dies because of partisanship and bad provisions

· Mitch McConnel goal, “…to make Obama a (1) term President…”, is not productive

· Sequestration is anemic funding across the board, which got air traffic controllers furloughed, de-funded new start up companies, this “New Normal”, cut the meat, not the fat. Forget austerity, the FED’sd have the lowest loan rates ever, let’s  borrow & lend and build and make a profit!  Let’s build bridges, upgrade schools and build new passenger rail. We need USA DEEP SEA ports to accommodate  new Panama Canal traffic, not Mexican and Canadian ports. USA ranks 25th in Infrastructure Quality. 
· Schuster replaces Mica

· Public sector members need private sector support

· Stagnation of worker wages is obvious

· Politicians and private sector workers want our pay and pensions cut.

· TTD cites real change needs to start with labor becoming active on  social media   
· Check Out our enemies in action at:  http://heritageaction.com/ this is a phony website which claims it wants save America but they really want to screw America, check out TTD staffer Liz Shuler work on same.
· The Highway trust fund is broke
· Fuel efficient cars are reducing revenue collected from gas tax, the gas tax has not been raised in 20 years
· Check out twiiter.com/nashtuworks

Ted Toppin – PECG, moderates Panel, Public Private Partnerships – A Coordinated Response to USDOT’s Request for Comment on “Standard Public-Private Partnership Agreements”
Bruce Blanning, PECG  Panel Member

· Presents example of Chicago selling parking meters to Private firm, and explains no-compete clauses guarantee investor profits, for example the city must pay when streets are closed for things like parades or roadway maintenance, and parking meters are inaccessible

· Under Public Private agreements, TIFIA loan defaulters suffer no punishment

· Presido Pkwy. In California had runaway costs

Bruce Blanning, PECG -  Panel Member cont.

· While Californis is a blue state, it’s judges are mostly leftover Reagan Republican appointees, with judge interpretation of Public Private Agreement verbiage, “ . . .the state is responsible for inspection  . . .”,  does not mean, “. . . do the inspection . . “

Joe Durant - Panel Member,  Massachusetts Organization of State Engineers and Scientists 

· Testifies as to failures of PPP, Public Private Partnerships

· In 2007 16 states were considering PPP’s, most have not found these beneficial

Vince Olivieri – Panel Member, Prof. & Tech. Engineers Local 17, Washington State

· The one and only PPP in WA. aas the Tacoma Narrows Bridge and it failed, the speaker of the Wa. House of Reps. was bribed to propose PPP.

· Powerpoint presentation 

Beth Osborne, Deputy Asst. Secy. For Transportation Policy, USDOT

· MAP-21 is set up with 7 goals, go to: http://www.mwcog.org/uploads/committee-documents/bV1bXFxa20130329140651.pdf to also view performance measures

· Hwy. trust fund will be depleted by end of 2014

· When they last rraised the gas tax, 1982, they added transit to also be funded

· 77 Billion dollar proposed USDOT budget for 2014 and beyond

· Politicians, MPO’s offer no excuse for wasted monies 

Congressional Discussion: What are the Issues Facing Congress – 2012 Transportation Authorization, Financing, Accountability, and Safety
Moderator: Nadine Westcott

Brendan Danahar, Senior Legislative Rep., Transportation Trades Dept. AFL-CIO

Andrew Dohrmann, Majority Staff, Senate Environment and Public Works Committee

Jim Kolb, Minority Staff, House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
· Jim Kolb cites VMT, Vehicle Mileage Tax is where we need to be for funding, and acknowledges there are rural concerns in that longer driving distances are unavoidable, no mass transit

· Discussion yields that there are other Senate Committee involved here, such as Banking, & Commerce Committees
· PRIA-Amtrak Bill comes out soon

Panel Discussion: Outsourcing, Privatization, Contracting Out – Current Ouitsourcing Trends and How to Communicate About the Dangers Effectively
Scott Amey, Project on Government Oversight, POGO

· Describes how shorter/simpler  message delivery has better comprehension effect on listeners, as an example presents video of a blanket wrapped around the earth, which both traps gases and heat in,  so as to describe global warming vs. this multi-fact scientific diagram:


· Make People smarter about privatization
· We the people should  have control, not private business
· There is no need for profit guaranteeing long contracts
· No need to hand over Monopolies of our Infrastructure
· Check out  POGO,  http://www.pogo.org/
· We are now now at; Public Sector Employees vs Private Sector & Consultant Employees, sequestration has cut Armed Forces, Civilian hiring has been restricted by Congress since the 1960’s, 
· Send examples of Waste, Fraud & Abuse to POGO
Nancy Tate, Executive Director, League of Women Voters, LWV

· League was founded in 1920, and is Non-Partisan

· They never endorse candidates, they only take positions on issues

· “In the old days many women were not educated about voter issues, they have since found that many men are also not educated”
· League Position Privatization: Process described is not a priority of the LWV.
In The Public Interest’s Transportation and Infrastructure Working Group
Shar Habib, In The Public Interest

· Wants to promote “Good Govt. Policy”, such as laws that restrict privatization

· Promotes reacing out to others, such as  environmentalists and low income groups as public policy effects us all differently

Mitch Jones, Food and water Watch

· Fight against Cap & Trade, and privatization of our fisheries

· Who controls our drinking water

· “Make the other gut explain it”

· “Fight for what you want, not what you’ll accept”

· Water works should not be privatized

· Post meeting discussion included noting that President Bush buys up water rights in South America, (for personal good) while in office, while reflecting that President Jefferson while in office secured the Louisiana Purchase not for himself, but (for the public good.)
Monday, May 7, 2013
Rep. John Garamendi, (D-CA) Member, House transportation and Infrastructure Committee

· Promotes borrowing at 1.6 % and lending at 2.6

· We are under 3 years austerity and need to raise the excise tax

· 1st 100% US made locomotive in past 80 years rolls next week in Sacramento CA.

· Calls for public inspectors, not private inspectors

Rep. Nick Rahall, (D-WV), Ranking Member, House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
· Foreign completion in infrastructure is disheartening

· Our global economy is something that we are capitalizing on. There is true bi-partisanship in play regarding new ports and waterways

· Surface transpo bill will be next

· De-evolutionists want to cut the FED out of Highway oversight and hand it all over to the states

Rep. Rick Nolan, (D-MN), Member House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
· Cites his original run for Congress, (30 years ago),  was a couple hundred thou, recent run cost 20 Million dollars.

· More time is put into fund raising than legislating 

· Congressional working hours have been reduced to a part time job

· “If you are not part of a lobby group, you have no voice in your government”

· “Outsourcing is a prescription for trouble”

· Thanked us for the work we do

Panel and Discussion: An Educational Perspective – Debunking the Myths of Outsourcing 

Rep. Elliot Scar, Economist/Author Columbia Univiersity

· We need to frame issues more effectively

· Lack of govt. includes lack of security and basic services, for example while in Nairobi, where do you go if you get sick? Ans. The Airport!

Ellen Dannin,  Fannie Weiss Distinguished Faculty scholar and Professor of Law/ Author/Blogger/
· Some see accountability as red tape, in reality red tape = 

· Crumbling Accountability = Crumbling Democracy

· Must produce accurate cost analysis, incorporating Tax breaks, Specail Accelerated Amortizations, Recognizable costs, Financial Penalties, , & cites Chicago parking meter non-compete claus fiasco wherein street fairs now cancelled, socio-economic cost here.
· What’s up with 99 year PPP contracts

· Skill set definition, no cross craft potential, forest fire analogy presented with in that consultants hired to perform (1) task cannot be utilized for other tasks, this hurts emergency response potential, and that’s another intangible cost

Rep. Donna Edwards (D-MD), Member, house Transportation and Infrastructure Committee

· Heads committee to take back the House of Representatives

· Proposes indexing gas tax to inflation

· FLSA, they are going full force against the 40 Hour Work Week, with their “Worker Flexibility Act” 

Wednesday, May 8
Rep. Rick Larsen ( D-WA), Member, House and Infrastructure Committee

· Cites VMT privacy issue 

· DFescribed Washington state process of distributing funds

Panel and Discussion: Developments at Highway Depts. Throughout the Nation

Ned Stachen, Connecticut State Employees Association

· Connecticut is hiring consultants to oversee other consultants
Joe Durant, MOSES, 

· Mass. Governor is trying to re-write retiree health care costs and eligibility requirements

cont.

Paul Gendron, NYS Public Employees Federation

· Pension smoothing 

· District Lobby Preferred

· Cost benefit bill is being pushed

· NYSDOT finally willing to fill new positions

James Garity, AFSMCE Council 40

· Wisconsin State govt. contracts out to County DPW’s.

· Has a CBA , Cost Benefit Analysis Bill in play at a 50k threshold

· 200 State DOT jobs expected, they do not expect the Gov. to announce the NEED for State Employees

· 44th in nation for job growth,  resulted from a  failed republican policy

Bruce Blanning, PECG, CA

· Current contract expires in July, they will be bargaining for the first time in years with a surplus

· High speed rail to be placed in Central Valley, can do 200MPH! . . .. .  cause there is no need to stop, as in no population to serve. This multi- Billion Dollar cost to Parsons Brinkerhoff is interesting in that PB’s former VP is now the state’s CFO.
Anissia Goodwin, OCSEA/AFSMCE Local 11, OHIO

· Fighting Right to Work legislation

· They created an Engineering Academy through L/M 

· Suffered a loss of  TIS centers

· -51,000 total employees

NASHTU ACTION PLAN:
Find a Republican Co-Sponsor for NASHTU Legislative Agenda

Lobby report to be submitted to PEF by Paul Gendron. 

